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Oleh Herasymenko,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Ukraine to Montenegro

A COUNTRY
WITH A COMPLEXHISTORY AND
APROMISING PRESENT

— Your Excellency, could you please outline the current state and pri-
ority areas in the development of Ukraine-Montenegro relations?

— The relations between Ukraine and Montenegro have traditional-
ly been friendly and constructive. Montenegro has expressed unequiv-
ocal support for Ukraine both after the beginning of russian aggression
in 2014 and since the full-scale invasion in 2022. Given its limited prac-
tical capacity as a small state, Montenegro has nevertheless stood by
Ukraine in all possible areas. It joined the EU’s sanctions against russia
as early as 2014 and, since February 2022, has consistently provided
Ukraine with political support on all international platforms, as well
as military, technical and humanitarian assistance. At present, Monte-
negro fully aligns its foreign and security policy with the EU’s common
stance, including sanctions.

At the same time, Montenegro extended a particularly warm wel-
come to numerous Ukrainian citizens who were forced to flee their
homes due to russia’s armed aggression and occupation, granting them
temporary protection and continuing to prolong this status annually.
Moreover, at a particular moment in 2022, Montenegro hosted the
highest number of Ukrainian refugees in Europe relative to its popu-
lation (approximately 5%). Currently, over 8,000 Ukrainians reside in
the country.

We are actively and consistently advancing intergovernmental co-
operation between Ukraine and Montenegro, including in the areas
of security, European integration, economy, tourism, and humanitar-
ian support. In particular, further expansion of the legal framework
between our countries in the spheres mentioned earlier is expected.
Despite the ongoing war, trade between Ukraine and Montenegro has
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been growing in recent years. Even in the absence of direct air travel
(for obvious reasons), Ukrainian tourists continue to visit Montenegro.
We also look forward to increased trade and to welcoming Montene-
grin tourists to Ukraine after the war ends.

— In September 2024, the Dobra Sprava Ukrainian Association became
an associate member of the Ukrainian World Congress. Mr Ambassador,
how do you assess the significance of such recognition for the Ukrainian
community in Montenegro and its international representation?

— This is an important achievement that demonstrates the maturi-
ty of our local community, even though it’s still quite young age-wise.
Such recognition not only increases the representation of Ukrainians
in Montenegro on the world stage but also opens new horizons for proj-
ects, educational and cultural initiatives, and support for Ukraine’s de-
fenders.

The only registered Ukrainian civil society organisation in Monte-
negro is the Dobra Sprava Ukrainian Association, established in spring
2022. Cooperation between the Embassy and the community has re-
mained consistently strong. Together, we have carried out numerous
events and projects, primarily humanitarian, cultural, and educational.
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We also enjoy personally warm relations with the Association’s lead-
ership. Our diplomatic mission played a constructive and active role
in supporting the community’s organisational establishment and legal
registration in the first half of 2022.

It is important to understand that, unlike some neighbouring coun-
tries in Southeast Europe, Montenegro does not have a historically con-
stituted Ukrainian diaspora. Before 24 February 2022, just over 2,000
Ukrainians lived here. However, with the onset of russia’s full-scale
armed invasion of Ukraine, our community grew significantly due
to the arrival of forcibly displaced persons. The wartime challenges
prompted local Ukrainians to consolidate and formalise their status.
We highly appreciate the dedication, enthusiasm, and patriotism of the
Ukrainian community in Montenegro.

— Organising recreational trips to Montenegro for the children of
Ukraine’s defenders has become an important initiative of the Dobra Spra-
va Association. Are there intentions to expand such programmes or intro-
duce new projects?

— Yes, this practice has become regular. The Embassy, the Dobra
Sprava Ukrainian Association, and the Honorary Consuls of Montene-
gro in Kharkiv and Odesa, as well as other donors, are working actively
to ensure that as many Ukrainian children as possible, especially those
from frontline areas and children of Ukrainian defenders, can at least
temporarily escape the harsh realities of war and constant stress by
enjoying the natural beauty and hospitality of friendly Montenegro. In
cooperation with Montenegrin partners and with the support of donor
funding, a new programme is being prepared for 2025, offering health
recovery for Ukrainian children from vulnerable backgrounds and chil-
dren of defenders. In addition, the programme is expected to include
psychosocial support, as well as educational and cultural components.

Children’s recreation and leisure is one of the practical areas where
Montenegro, despite being a net recipient of international financial
and technical aid, can offer active assistance and support to Ukraine.

— The Embassy of Ukraine in Montenegro and the Ukrainian commu-
nity have organised a wide range of public diplomacy events, including
film screenings, photo exhibitions, charity festivals, and social initiatives.
Could you highlight the most notable among them? How would you assess
the impact of these efforts in garnering support for Ukraine abroad?

— Public diplomacy has been and will remain one of the core priori-
ties of the Embassy’s work. Over the past few years, we have developed
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a solid track record with many successful cases in this area. The over-
arching goal of all such initiatives is to strengthen Ukraine’s positive
image during this extremely challenging time for our nation, to main-
tain solidarity and support from Montenegro and its citizens, and to
counter russian anti-Ukrainian narratives and propaganda, which, in
one way or another, seek to infiltrate the public discourse in nearly
every country. We have organised screenings of various Ukrainian fic-
tional and documentary films, including 20 Days in Mariupol, The Hard-
est Hour, and Culture vs War; held photography exhibitions, charity eve-
nings, and concerts. The target audience of these events is primarily
foreigners: Montenegrins and diplomats from other countries.

Traditionally, the Embassy, the Ukrainian community, and local
Montenegrin activists organise marches and other public events in
support of Ukraine to mark Ukraine’s Independence Day and the anni-
versary of russia’s full-scale invasion.

As for the large-scale public diplomacy initiatives, I would like to
highlight the Days of Ukraine in Montenegro charity festival, which
took place on 25-26 June 2022 in Cetinje, the historical capital of Mon-
tenegro, as well as the Ukrainiada festival, held three times in 2024-25
in the Herceg Novi Municipality. The role and significance of the local
Ukrainian community in making these events possible cannot be over-
stated. Each initiative garners considerable attention not only from
Ukrainians living in Montenegro and neighbouring countries but also
from Montenegrins and foreign tourists.

The impact of the outlined initiatives is undoubtedly positive, and
the response from the local public is consistently friendly. Thus, we
have many more similar projects in the pipeline.

— In July 2024, the Government of Montenegro banned russian propa-
ganda media outlets such as Sputnik, RT, and Tsargrad. Mr Ambassador,
how has this decision affected the Montenegrin information space? Have
hostile narratives disappeared or merely changed their form and channels
of dissemination?

— The list you mentioned is not quite complete. In fact, there are
many more such media outlets, and the restrictions were not intro-
duced as a one-off measure. This bold and important decision is fully
aligned with Montenegro’s foreign and security policy, which, as I have
already noted, is currently in complete sync with the European Union’s
course. As we know, Montenegro remains a regional leader in Europe-
an integration, and the current government considers its priority goal
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to acquire full EU membership in the coming years. According to re-
cent public opinion polls, support for joining the Union among Monte-
negrin citizens remains extremely high (over 80%).

However, it should be borne in mind that despite the blocking of
russian propaganda channels and other efforts taken by the govern-
ment, numerous ways of russian informational influence remain ac-
tive. These means include social media platforms, several portals not
officially registered in Montenegro, and some media outlets from
neighbouring countries in the region that often relay russian narra-
tives without scrutiny and, at times, even deliberately. Unfortunately,
there are also local supporters of putin and russian aggression, as well
as individuals and organisations that openly express pro-russian senti-
ments. We have witnessed targeted information campaigns orchestrat-
ed from moscow through agents of influence.

But in general, Montenegro’s information space appears fairly bal-
anced from the perspective of Ukraine’s national interests. Free me-
dia, freedom of speech, and other attributes of a democratic society
are developed and legally safeguarded. The non-governmental sector
in Montenegro is particularly enthusiastic, vigorous, and engaged.
NGOs contribute to disseminating the truth about russian aggres-
sion and the numerous crimes being committed by the invaders on
Ukrainian soil. They also support efforts aimed at raising awareness
about russia’s harmful influence in the country and the region, as well
as the channels through which russian disinformation and narratives
spread.

We should remember that Montenegro is a young democracy. For
this reason, international organisations, primarily the EU, also carry
out enormous work and closely monitor compliance with European
principles and standards in the field of media, regularly providing rel-
evant guidance, conducting training programmes, and supporting free
media.

As a small country, Montenegro is aware of its present vulnerabili-
ties and the dangers arising from today’s geopolitical realities. The peo-
ple here remember their history, preserve their national identity, and
strengthen their country’s security. That is precisely why Montenegro
joined NATO. But beyond that, Montenegrins are acutely aware of the
risks posed by insufficient attention to countering various external de-
structive information influences. Efforts in this area remain active and
intense.
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— Your public engagement also plays a notable role in countering dis-
information. You regularly give interviews to Montenegrin media and
publish your columns. How does the local press respond to your materi-
als? Does this proactive approach help convey the truth about the war and
Ukraine’s position?

— In most cases, yes. I am regularly interviewed by Montenegrin
newspapers and TV channels and write articles as a columnist. Ukraine
enjoys strong public trust, and our voice is clearly heard in the media.
The local press tends to be constructive, and many journalists genuine-
ly seek to understand the essence of what is happening.

Speaking of all the major media outlets in Montenegro, they have
either a friendly or friendly-neutral stance towards Ukraine and
have not been involved in spreading anti-Ukrainian propaganda.
The country’s leading media cover the russian-Ukrainian war with a
fairly balanced and objective approach.

The Embassy maintains constructive and generally friendly rela-
tions with all major Montenegrin media outlets.

— Intercity and interregional cooperation represents an important
dimension of bilateral relations. One example of such engagement is the
partnership between Cetinje and Kharkiv. In your view, which formats of
this cooperation are proving most effective? Do you see scope for its fur-
ther strengthening and expansion?

— Interregional collaboration offers tremendous potential. It al-
lows communities to establish direct contacts, share knowledge,
and enhance humanitarian cooperation.

A vivid example is, of course, the cooperation you mentioned be-
tween the cities of Cetinje and Kharkiv. Their interaction is regular
and active. I would like to highlight a photo exhibition organised
by the Ukrainian side in Cetinje in July 2024, which focused on the
realities of daily life in wartime Kharkiv. The event generated con-
siderable interest among the local population. We are also working
on involving Cetinje in the aforementioned regular health and rec-
reation programmes for Ukrainian children in Montenegro.

It is worth emphasising that Cetinje, the historical and cultural
capital of Montenegro, is the country’s most Ukraine-friendly mu-
nicipality. This applies both to the local authorities and to the city’s
residents. Notably, during the first 100 days of russia’s full-scale in-
vasion, daily pro-Ukrainian marches took place in Cetinje — a prac-
tice that has since continued on a monthly basis.
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In addition, the Embassy is working on new initiatives aimed
at establishing and developing interregional cooperation between
Ukraine and Montenegro, in particular, with the coastal munic-
ipalities of Herceg Novi and Bar, the country’s maritime gateway.
It is evident that once the current war ends, cooperation between
Ukrainian and Montenegrin cities will further intensify.

— Since June 2024, a transport visa-free regime for freight has been
in effect between Ukraine and Montenegro. How has this liberalisation
affected trade volumes?

— Since the introduction of the transport visa-free regime, trade
volumes have increased significantly. To be more precise, they have
tripled. Logistics have become simpler and more efficient, and
costs have decreased. This has considerably improved conditions
for Ukrainian exporters and strengthened business ties with Monte-
negrin partners. We see this as a step towards deeper economic in-
tegration. The transport visa-free regime can rightly be considered
one of the most tangible and practical achievements in the econom-
ic dimension of Ukraine-Montenegro relations.
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