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PAKISTAN AND UKRAINE:
INTERSTATE RELATIONS DURING THE WAR

It is unfortunate that while I am writ-
ing this article, Ukraine has been subject-
ed to aggression since 24 February 2022.
The war has caused immense destruction,
unjustified deaths and injuries, especially
amongst civilians. Millions of Ukrainians
have become refugees or are internally

displaced, and many more have been ren-

MoconbeTBo Ienamcokoi Pecnybniku Makuctan y Kuesi pa-  dered homeless.
30M i3 naHi Bapxixoto Xapic, npesnaeHtkoto doHay «Llaxe- .
pe3ajie», 3i0pano ryMaHiTapHy [OMOMOry Ta nepemano ii On the outbreak of hostilities, our em-

d;;)Hﬂy «Kapitac Kpamatopcbk» fns ykpaiHuiB Ha [JoHeYumHi. bassy had to immediately evacuate more
TpaBHs 2022 poky

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Kyiv to- than 1,800 Pakistani expatriates and their
gether with Ms Wajiha Haris, President of the Scheherazade  families from Ukraine. It included a large
Foundation, arranged humanitarian aid and handed over to .
Caritas Kramatorsk Foundation to help Ukrainians in Donetsk number Of Students’ and they are SUH
region on 27 May 2022 struggling to recommence their academ-
ic lives, disrupted by war. The embassy functioned from Ternopil and is now
providing full services from Kyiv since 30 May 2022. We are thankful to the
Government of Ukraine for facilitating the evacuation and embassy’s work.

The Government of Pakistan has repeatedly called for an immediate cease-
fire and recourse to diplomacy and dialogue. The media in Pakistan keenly fol-
lows developments in Ukraine, and provided an opportunity to Ambassador
of Ukraine in Islamabad to apprise the people of Pakistan about the situation
in Ukraine. Our state accords importance to its relations with Ukraine. For-
eign Minister of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto Zardari met his Ukrainian counterpart
Dmytro Kuleba in New York on 20 September.

The Government of Pakistan sent humanitarian assistance to the people of Ukraine
by four special cargo planes on 16 March and 2 June. However, since then, the worst
floods in the country’s history have hit Pakistan, devastating the lives of more than
33 million people and killing more than 1,800 with women and children in the ma-
jority. The floods have caused damage worth billions of dollars to the critical infra-
structure, which will take years to rebuild. We appreciate the message of condolence
by the Embassy of Ukraine in Islamabad for the devastation caused by floods.
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Our embassy continues to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to the people of
Ukraine. We also coordinate the work of
European NGOs led by Pakistani-origin
expatriates and focus them on deliver-
ing humanitarian assistance to Ukraine.
In this context, Ms Wajhia Haris, Presi-
dent of the Scheherazade Foundation, has

been a leading figure. Jointly we delivered
o . o e e 506 - meicines worth 15,8 millon dollars on
iHOOPMAL[I0 Ta OpraHi3oBylOTb iXHE nepeBeseHHs 40 | Apl'll to Chernivtsi Regional Clinical
HAHORIKX NYHKTIE MpONYCKy - Hospital. Critical medicines of 50,000
More than 100 Pakistani students went from Kharkiv to Lviv. N .
Pakistani Embassy’s Lviv facilitation desk provides them with dollars’ worth were delivered to the med-
information and transfer to the nearest border points ical faculty of Uzhhorod National Uni-
versity on 23 June. Another consignment of medicines is being processed for
delivery to the Military Medical Clinical Centre of the Southern Region based
in Odesa in October.

The embassy coordinated the delivery of more than 20 tons of food and water
through the CARITAS Foundation on 27 May and 31 August, as well as 1.7
tons of halal meat for Muslim soldiers in Ukraine were delivered to the Mufti of
Crimea on the mainland of Ukraine Aider Rustamov on 30 August. The Schehe-
razade Foundation is also taking care of 102 minors, who came from war-torn
regions to Romania unaccompanied. The NGO has provided them with laptops,
TVs, Wi-Fi equipment, mobile phones, refrigerators, washing machines, and
school supplies so that they can live normal lives, remain in contact with their
loved ones and continue their school studies online. Beverages and snacks are
also being provided to them regularly. Pakistanis who had to evacuate joined
forces to support Ukraine and handed over much-needed medicines to the Em-
bassy of Ukraine in Islamabad.

The Government of Pakistan has also met the needs requested by the Govern-
ment of Ukraine, as the people of Pakistan value their relations with the people
of Ukraine. We are confident that peace will soon return to Ukraine and the
country will once again set itself on a course of recovery, rebuilding, and pros-
perity. The Government of Pakistan will continue to assist the people of Ukraine
in realising their aspirations.
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